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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Friday - October 25, 2002
C In the West, dry weather continues to promote autumn fieldwork but limits Northwestern winter wheat

establishment.

C On the Plains, drier weather is returning to the southern half of the region, where recent rain and freezing rain
slowed fieldwork and adversely affected open-boll cotton, but aided pastures and winter grains.  On the northern
and central High Plains, very cold weather and unfavorably dry soils continue to slow winter wheat
development.  Patchy snow covers some winter wheat areas from Nebraska northward to a depth of as much as
4 inches.

C In the Corn Belt, cold, wet weather is hampering corn and soybean harvesting, especially in the upper
Mississippi Valley.  Across the Ohio Valley and lower Great Lakes region, however, rain is replenishing soil
moisture reserves and benefiting recently planted winter wheat.

C In the South, rain is returning to the Delta, bringing additional cotton quality concerns and summer crop harvest
delays.  Rain also continues across the Southeast, slowing fieldwork but further easing long-term drought.

Outlook:  Showers will spread from the Ohio Valley into the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic, while a feed of  tropical
moisture from the Pacific will result in moderate to heavy rain across the western and central Gulf Coast States. 
Canadian high pressure will sustain unseasonably cold temperatures in the Plains and Midwest. Farther west,
scattered rain and snow showers will develop in the southern Rockies, while dry weather persists along the West
Coast.  The NWS 6-10 day outlook for October 30 - November 3 features above-normal precipitation in the south-
central Plains, Southeast, and mid-Atlantic, while below-normal precipitation is forecast for the northern half of
the Nation west of New England.  Subnormal temperatures are expected from the Rockies eastward, with
above-normal readings limited to Florida.

Contact: Mark Brusberg, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-3508)


